AGENDA
TWU STUDENT ASSOCIATION

Tuesday, September 28, 2010

1:10pm-2:25pm

In Attendance: 

Daniel Folkman (DF), Nathan Giede (NG), Jon Gibson (JG), Danielle Rainsford (DR), Katie Hawdon (KH), Clement Wee (CW), Bradyn Dunn (BD), Dane Lloyd (DL), Danny Coburn (DC), Neil Barkman (NB), Rachel Grant (RG), Justin Baerg (JB), Brooke Goossen (BG), Lenica TeBrinke (LT), Lez Hastings (L) Andrew Ott (AO), Rianna Vandekamp (RV), Christoph Sanz (CZ), Christian Sawka (CS), Mary Esplen (ME), Ted Lewis (TL), Katie Karram (KK)

Guest: Jensina Donald (JD)

1.     Call to Order

a. Welcome (NG)

JG: I have a friendly amendment for the lady from the Toast Masters Club. I think we should deal with the business for the ratification of the Toast Masters Club first so that she does not have to stay for the entire business meeting. 

NG: Yes, we will do that first so that she does not need to stay for the whole meeting. We will save the presidential remarks for open floor. 

b.     Devotions/Prayer (DF)

2.     Approval of the Agenda

3.     Approval of Minutes 

4.     Announcements/Requests for Advice

a. Reading of the Mission Statement (NG)

The Mission of the Trinity Western University Student Association is to promote a maturing and active commitment to Jesus Christ among its members; challenging one another spiritually, socially, and intellectually; providing individuals with opportunities for involvement, positively impacting the life of the University and the community at large.

5. New Business

a. Start up of Trinity Toast Masters Club

KH: I move that the Trinity Western University Student Association adopt the Trinity Toast Masters Club as an active club on the Trinity Western University campus. This club’s purpose is to provide an avenue for students, staff, and faculty to build confidence in communication as well as help them to develop leadership skills. 

CS: Seconds. 

JD: My name is Jensina and I am a part of the people who are a part of the community. I just wanted to bring this club to Trinity to give an opportunity for professors and students to work together to provide public communication learning and leadership skills.

NB: This is a great club. I would join it if I had more time. It is a great place where people can learn about public speaking.

JG: I second what Neil said. It has a lot of faculty support and is something that a lot of schools have. I am excited for this club and it would be great club to join.

KH: Motion to vote.

BD: Seconds.

(Motion Passes)

b. Toast Masters Funding Request

KH: I move that the Trinity Western University Student Association allot $81.00 to the Trinity Toast Masters Club for the “Kick-off Fall Meetings,” event. The goal is to raise awareness and promote Trinity Toastmasters Club by providing food and refreshments at the lunch time and the evening weekly meetings. The Events will take place on September 29th at 5:30pm-7:00pm in North West room 113 and September 30th at 12pm-1pm in Student Life Meeting Room (RSC).

BD: Seconds

KH: All clubs that have never been a club on campus before are able to apply for a start-up grant of up to $400. 

JD: We have been running meetings already trying to raise awareness. Guests have been coming in as well as students from different faculties. We have people bringing in food and donating money for food. This was just an opportunity to provide more money for food. It is typical for the kick off events to have costs. 

BG: Is this different than up to 400 dollars?

KH: They are only asking for 300 dollars.

        TL: Toast Masters was not a club last year?

JD: Toast Masters is an international club. There were some faculty and students that were able to get together weekly. However, it was small and there was a risk of it folding. I wanted it to be available for all students. It was a club. I just wanted it to be a student club.

CS: Why did the club fold? Was it just lack of student involvement?

JD: There was a core group of three people. There were not very many students involved. There were a couple of students who benefited but never passed that on by word of mouth. We are the only university that I can think of that doesn’t have a Toast Masters Group running.

CS: What student involvement has been shown so far?

JD: There has been quite a bit of interest. There has been a lot of interest with the ESL students. They somewhat feel excluded from the student body and they are all nervous to speak in meetings or classes so they are able to have this opportunity to improve their public speaking skills. 

KH: I just wanted to commend Jensina for how well informed she has made herself. She has given us a thorough breakdown and that’s great and helpful because it helps us to feel prepared when coming into these business meetings. One of the things that Jensina and I have talked about is that TWUSA could be connected with the Toast Masters. I feel that TWUSA can help to spread the word about this club. 

DL: It is a great organization and I was interested to see what they were doing. I have been involved in it in the past. I think that TWUSA should really raise awareness for this club.

JB: This is a practical club and I’ve introduced this club to people such as those going into med school.

JD: At this point, I am the only student active and running in this club. I am the one who is part of the community and part of the school. I want other people to come in and mentor students so that this chain of mentoring can take place.

KH: Motion to vote

DL: Seconds

(Motion passes)

c. Chemistry Society Renewal (NG)

JB: I move that the Trinity Western University Student Association adopt TWU Chemistry Society as an active club on the Trinity Western University campus. The purpose of this club is to promote the Chemistry department at Trinity Western University to current and prospective students. Also, it helps to expose students, especially those interested in science, to current academic research areas within chemistry.

KH: Seconds.  

KH: Heather Driver, the president of the club wanted to be here but she has a chemistry lab right now that all chemistry majors are required to attend. I would just like to say that the Chemistry Society has been a club at Trinity for as long as I can remember. They have raised awareness about future job opportunities and the club has also fostered community for chemistry majors.

DL: Motion to vote.

JG: Seconds. 

NG: This is a ratification so it is a 2/3 majority.

(Motion passes)

TL: Remember when Rianna abstained from voting when we dealt with the Future Teacher’s Society a while back? Did she abstain from voting because she was a member of the club or because she is the education representative?

DF: You cannot vote when there is a conflict of interest.

NG: Caleb last year was an active member of a club which is why he could not vote. 

KH: He was a member of the club so there was potential for it to benefit him. 

DL: What defines being a member of a club-- casual involvement or being on the executive team? 

JB: There are two different spots on a club. There is the executive team and then there are members of the club, which refers to students who join the club because all of these events run by the club benefit them. 

d. Student Business Association Renewal (NG)

Motion: I move that the Trinity Western University Student Association adopt the Student Business Association as an active club on the Trinity Western University campus. The SBA assists the TWU business community by presenting opportunities for business students to enhance their skills and develop roots in their local business community, including career workshops, guest speakers, tours of businesses in the Lower Mainland, social events and a community business centre run in partnership with the Langley Chamber of Commerce. 

NB: We’ve been around for 11 years. We put on a bunch of events during the year such as barbecues, game nights, progressive dinners. We also have services. 

CS: My only concern with the SPA is what the leadership will look like as of next semester because there is no real leadership team ready to step in. As of right now, there is no one to take over the leadership or give guidance going into next semester. 

NB: Right now there are two co-presidents. If the president leaves, I would be the president but that is not wanted. What we want to do is find someone internally. We have ten people who are all capable to step up to take on that role. 

CS: My concern is that until there is someone groomed up to be the president, you are putting in a club that has no leadership or someone to take over for next semester. How can you start a club knowing that the president is stepping down? I would like the reassurance that someone is going to step up. 

NB: There are not many clubs that have the same president. It has to change sometime. That transition period must happen. Our year has already been planned out. 

KH: A brief reminder to council. When we are discussing in a business meeting, we are not to address an individual. Please address things to the chair. 

NG: Thank you Katie. There is currently leadership so they do qualify as a club. There is concern regarding the leadership aspect for next semester but that will be determined when we vote.

JG: The two vice presidents will be able to find someone that is appropriate. Second semester is not as demanding as first semester. I feel that they will be able to find someone to keep the club going. Between the two of them, I think that they’ll be able to find someone. I think that they will be able to handle it. 

DL: Motion to vote

CW: I oppose to vote at this time. Can we deratify a club? It would seem fair to assume that they will find someone. 

NG: There has to be valuable reasons to deratify a club. 

KH: Clubs do not need to be clubs for a full year. 

DL: I restate my motion to vote

BG: Seconds

NG: 2/3 ratification is needed for the ratification of this club. 

(One abstaining. Motion passes)

NG: I move that we now have members who have not yet taken the oath to take it now. 

CS: Seconds.

KH: Can you read the oath out, Nathan, since those who have not yet taken the oath were not told ahead of time that they would be doing this during the business meeting?

NG: Certainly. Reading of the oath. For those of you who have not yet been sworn in, do you have any questions regarding the oath? If there are no questions, can those who have not been sworn in come to the front now. Members repeat the oath. 

       6. Open Floor

DF: I would like to begin by reading you guys a Psalm. If there is a selah that comes up during the Psalm, I want you to take a deep breath in and a deep breath out. 

There are some issues that I want to bring up today. First off, we have some outstanding individuals this week that we want to recognize. We have two actually; Danny and Rachel. We’ve noticed your teamwork lately. We want to thank you for your creativity, forward thinking and the way in which you both have been proactive. It is awesome seeing you work with the team so thank you so much for the work that you do. We appreciate you. 

One more remark, one thing I wanted to comment on is that if we have our doors open in the TWUSA office, we are open. If the doors are open, we’re open. If the doors are closed, it is closed. We need to be very direct in letting students know that we are open. Some students came in this week and said that they didn’t know whether the office was open or not even though there were students inside. Let students feel comfortable enough to walk into our place. Let’s continue to be hospitable. 

Also, the Annual General Meeting is happening in the TWUSA office on Thursday. Jon will talk more about that but we need to be prepared.

JG: The AGM is on Thursday. I e-mailed you all a copy of the budget. It is also online. Tell your friends. Talk about it. See what they think. There are posters in the office that need to be put up so if you have time to put them up, that’d be great. If you have any opinions on the matter, please let me know. If you can’t make it, let Nathan or I know. Please dress formally too. Remember that it is open to the public. 

LT: I wanted to thank Jon on behalf of the team for making the budget.

BD: Ted, Mary and I went over dates of events for the rest of this semester and next semester. Please mark down these events on the calendar. Also, since everyone is here, if we are continuing to get the coffee that is in the tin. Four heaping scoops are needed for twelve cups. 

DR: First off, thank you all for your budgets too. Be prepared to defend your rationale. The next Open Mic will be on October 21st. I need five to seven people to help me set up and take down. I will have a signup sheet in two weeks.

NG: I would like to make a point of order regarding events. There seems to be confusion regarding events put on by a faculty rep and TWUSA as a whole. Rep events are individually sponsored events. They could ask for help and people could volunteer to help them but it is not the same as say Hootenanny or a BBQ where everyone is required to be there. Dan and I were thinking together and the best solution we came up with is that if people said that they could help with three rep events, it would be really helpful. It is completely voluntary but if you know someone needs a hand and you are free and willing to help at that time, that would be great. Don’t volunteer all at the same time but please be gracious in your ability to help out. 

BD: For all TWUSA events, we put up the TWUSA banner. If all the reps could put up the TWUSA banner, that’d be beneficial. Let’s show the students that we’re spending this money wisely. That banner is in the kitchen beside the photocopier so if you have an event, please take it and put it up

NG: Committees will be assigned soon. The list is coming.

CW: Are we starting the new CUBE shifts as of today? We have a whole new system now. We are only having two shifts per day. If I haven’t e-mailed you, your shift stays the same. Two people are assigned to each shift. It is up to the two of you to figure out which person shows up each day. It is not required for you both to be there. I will send out the new schedule today. As for office hours, we are making minor adjustments. I am structuring it so if anyone wants to go to chapel, they are able to. I’m keeping office hours the same unless you have a problem. No one has complained to me yet about office hours. If you have a conflict, please come to me after this meeting. 

AO: Can you explain committees?

NG: Committees are one of the most powerful pieces that TWUSA has. For example, the library saved EBSCO Host. Committees are made up of faculty and students and provide the opportunity to speak into various issues. There are many types of committees. Your assignments will be finalized when I get the list. There will be times that don’t work so we will figure those out when we cross that bridge. 

CW: Back to office hours, can the newly appointed elected members talk to your Exec about how to do office hours?

DL: How are we dealing with the new reps? Are they being slotted in the times available for office hours and CUBE hours?

NG: Yes.

TL: The TWU Young Conservatives booked the office for tomorrow. Is there a rental cost?

CW: Rentals for things such as the projector have deposits but people can use the office freely. Make sure to take the deposit and return it. An Exec member does not need to open or lock up the doors. We need to figure out a proper system for bookings. We need to find someone to make sure to open and close the office. 

KH: I was going to mention about committees. Are you going to let the new members know which ones they are on? 

NG: Yes. 

CS: When people make photocopies, where do we put the money? 

JG: There is a money box in the desk drawer. We can leave it there or you can put it in an envelope and put it by my desk. 

NB: I have a conflict for office hours. 

CW: I need to talk to quite a few of you. I want the new office hours to be in effect tomorrow so please see me after the meeting.

DL: I motion to adjourn

Everyone Seconds

       7. Adjournment

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise Him all creatures here below,

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Amen.

