AGENDA
TWU STUDENT ASSOCIATION
Tuesday, November 9, 2010
1:10pm-2:25pm
In Attendance: 
Nathan Giede (NG), Jon Gibson (JG), Danielle Rainsford (DR), Katie Hawdon (KH), Clement Wee (CW), Bradyn Dunn (BD), Dane Lloyd (DL), Danny Coburn (DC), Neil Barkman (NB), Rachel Grant (RG), Justin Baerg (JB), Braden Jones, (BJ), Brooke Goossen (BG), Lenica TeBrinke (LT), Lez Hastings (LH) Andrew Ott (AO), Rianna Vandekamp (RV), Christoph Sanz (CZ), Christian Sawka (CS), Mary Esplen (ME), Ted Lewis (TL), Katie Karram (KK)
 
Guest: David  H. (DH), Tara T. (TT)
 
1.     Call to Order
 
1. Welcome (NG)
1. Devotions/Prayer        (DF)
2.     Approval of the Agenda
3.     Approval of Minutes 
4.     Announcements/Requests for Advice
 
1. Presidential Remarks (DF)
1. Reading of the Mission Statement (CZ)
The Mission of the Trinity Western University Student Association is to promote a maturing and active commitment to Jesus Christ among its members; challenging one another spiritually, socially, and intellectually; providing individuals with opportunities for involvement, positively impacting the life of the University and the community at large.
 
5. New Business 
 
DL: I want to make a friendly amendment that we deal with the adoption of the International Social Justice Club before we allocate $400 to them. 
 
1. Ratification of the International Social Justice Club
KH: I move that the Trinity Western University Student Association adopt International Social Justice Club as an active club on the Trinity Western University campus. The International Social Justice Club provides education and awareness on campus regarding international issues.
JG: Seconds
TT: The International Social Justice Club seeks to answer the call in Isaiah. We are learning about the role that Christians can play in being actively involved in the world at large regarding issues such as modern day slavery, government corruption etc. We are learning how we can be active in them and how our faith as Christians pushes us to love the way that Christ loves in regards to these issues.
JG: What kind of events do you guys hold?
TT: We have events that help to raise awareness. For example, we raise awareness for the people in modern day slavery worldwide. We’ve been bringing in speakers and we are going to have Watoto come talk about child soldiers. We are hoping to bring in Canada’s leading human trafficking professor to talk about issues in Canada and the ways in which students can participate. TWU students desire to find out what breaks the heart of God. There are events on campus that they can get involved in.
DF: Was it you guys who did the Key to Free event?
TT: Yes.
KH: I think it’s important that TWUSA supports this club. They are doing a great job.
LT: Motion to vote.
CZ: Seconds
Motion Passes.
1. Allocation of $400 to the International Social Justice Club
BG: I move that the Trinity Western University Student Association allocate $400 for the International Social Justice Club to provide honorariums for guest speakers every week.
KH: Seconds.
TT: The funding would go towards honorariums for the speakers. It would also go towards setting up events. For the Key to Free event, we used what we had already with regards to resources. However, the money we are asking for would go towards supporting organizations on the front lines and would go towards things such as benefit concerts and so on. 
JG: Can we clarify the allocation of $400? What specifically will this money go towards? Can you just differentiate between the money towards honorariums and events?
NG: That was my fault because I didn’t include their break down in the business. 
KH: On the event funding form it says that there will 20 speaking events at $20 each.
JG: I am ok with that. I just wanted to make sure that that $400 will not go towards say... a barbecue. We want the $400 to go towards honorariums only.
TT: Yes, that is what it would be for.
TL: These speakers that you have coming in are at the weekly meetings?
TT: Yes. However, because we want to bring in a major speaker, we’ll want to move our meeting from the TWUSA office to the Northwest auditorium. 
TL: What does your attendance look like?
TT: We’ve been getting about 30 people coming out. 
DL: There was a petition in one of my classes that seemed to be linked with your club. What was that about?
TT: One of the members must have taken that upon themselves. That petition is going towards the government regarding human trafficking. Research states that 85-90% of women would get out of prostitution if they had the foundation needed.
BD: There are 20 speakers each receiving $20. If you are going to have twenty speakers, do you have them lined up? Also, are you giving honorariums to the past speakers that you’ve already had because the remainder of speakers that you have now will be less than twenty. Would you be giving more money to the remaining speakers?
TT: Yes, we have speakers lined up. The remaining speakers would receive the same amount of money. 
BD: Because that would be less than $400.
JG: We could decrease the amount or we could choose to give them the $400 dollars to fund the previous meetings. 
NG: The allocation of $400 will result in some retroactive reimbursement. 
JG: Keep in mind $400 in respect to the budget. 
DR: So there are not 20 speakers left? There are 20 minus the speakers that you’ve already had left?
TT: Yes, that’s right.
DL: Is this a political club?
TT: No. Sometimes social justice is linked to political issues. However, we’re not a conservative or liberal club. We are politically neutral. 
KH: I think that we should allocate the $400 to them. The fact that they have been paying the speakers out of their own pockets shows how passionate they are about their club. 
LT: Motion to vote
AO: Seconds.
1. Ratification of the TWU Accounting Association
NB: I move that the Trinity Western University Student Association adopt TWU Accounting Association as an active club on the Trinity Western University campus.
JG: Seconds.
NB: The Accounting Association provides a way for accounting students and business faculty to interact and discuss current events and future careers.
DH: We put students in a position to meet alumni. We do this so students have an edge when it comes time to being recruited. We use our alumni to help students gain access to finding jobs as an intern over the summer or a full time job later. We have held a prep session and a career session in addition to many other events. We have held various information sessions so that first and second year students understand what accounting really is. We have an alumni gala coming up where we want to invite TWU’s alumni in professional jobs to come to Trinity. 
TL: What’s your membership like?
DH: We have an e-mail list of 36 and a Facebook group of 34. We want to get all people in accounting involved.
JG: This club does a lot of important things and is a big help to students who are aspiring to be accountants.
TL: This is a re-adoption?
NG: Yes. 
DL: I move that we vote.
CS: Seconds.
(2 abstaining)
Motion Passes.
6. Open floor
BD: The candy jars under my table—do not dig around in them. The candy buckets can be used to refill the candy jar in the office. Back to the candy jars, there is a lady who’s been asking for hers. Apparently she came by the office looking for it and the person on their office hour didn’t know where the jars were. If anyone comes by wanting to claim their winning jar, they are under my desk.
CZ: How do we know which jar to give them?
BD: They should know. In the e-mail they got, I told them the number of the jar that they won. 
CS: I attempted to bring the heat presses past the border and they wouldn’t let us cross the border. They are still at Danny’s house and we are still figuring out how to get them across the border. 
DR: We have a lovely new coffee maker. It’s pretty simple. Be nice to it. If you can’t figure it out, there are instructions in the bottom drawer.
DF: In the TWUSA office by the main desk, there are signups for fourth years for their grad things. When 4th years come in asking for “Baby Grad Ads” or “Grad quotes” be aware that they are on the main desk. Also, we don’t have a meeting this Thursday so have a great break.
 
BJ: Just wanted to say that my event is tonight. It’s a movie night in room 127 in RNT. It’s a really great movie and you don’t have to be an art student to enjoy it. It is just about the effects of globalization on natural landscapes. It’s at 7:00 pm tonight. Come out and invite your friends.
CW: If an order comes in, from Staples or Sodexho, (I don’t know if it’s ever happened to someone on their office hour), please put it by my drawer. Katie knows where things go and it would just make things easier if you let her and I unpack the orders rather than do it yourself. 
BD: What about unpacking food though? It is important to put that away.
CW: Actually, Katie is the one who always picks up the Sodexho orders so you’ll never have to worry about that.
DL: I am wondering what our progress is on the bylaws and getting them signed by the university. I feel that it’s been too long (not on our part) but I think it’s bad that our laws are being held up. I think it’s important that we get our new bylaws.
DF: I talked to Sheldon a day or two ago. He’s been looking into it and working on it. For all of you, in a nutshell, he wants to act with tact and discretion and carefulness. He’s reviewing laws that aren’t his but are ours. He wants to deal with carefulness regarding how he imposes those laws. Taking into account the legal issues of TWU too, he needs to be careful. He hasn’t put much focus on it this year and essentially, 90% of them are edited and ready to go. It is just the final 10% that need to be edited. 
CZ: Is there a copy that will be circulated to council?
NG: At the end of this weekend, there should be a copy circulating. In fact, I will circulate an entire copy but I will highlight the parts that are most pertinent to council. I should also be talking to Sheldon. It will be rectified on Tuesday. The biggest issue is the religious club clause. Last year we allowed all religious clubs to have funding. This has been a point of contention with the university and is under review because it is something that the university is not comfortable with. In any case, we will be discussing this as a council. 
DF: It is all starting to surface again. 
DL: I’d like to say that I understand the concerns. I am concerned with the legitimacy of TWUSA. 
 
NG: It has been passed. It is in Sheldon’s hands to sign. He puts the signature on it that makes it law. It all needs to be reedited and re-rectified. We will vote on the edits and then we will send it to Sheldon for final signing. 
RV: Rachel and I have an event tonight. It’s a health seminar and we have a couple speakers coming out and it’s about how the nurses have been taken out of the schools. 
RG: In our third year rotations, we go to elementary schools. This event is to equip nursing students to know how to teach when put in these situations.
TL: Returning to the bylaws and legitimacy questions, I think it’s important to look at the general club procedures. There are some discrepancies in how we are holding our meetings. Bylaws state that in order to be a club on campus, there needs to be at least half a percent of the student body on campus involved. It raises questions for how many people are say involved in the chemistry club where we don’t know how many people are involved in this club. It is mundane but it goes back to the body. If we have bylaws, we should be following them.
KH Regarding membership, in order to be a club, there needs to be at least twenty students involved. 
JG: Half a percent is actually 8 students. 
KH: Well then, all of the clubs so far have been fine because I have been saying that they have needed at least twenty members so we are following rules.
TL: It’s just a question. It’s not that that is not the case. I just feel like many clubs come in here and are vague on the numbers. This is the vibe I’m getting and that is my concern.
JG: Keep in mind that it is a political battle between proper procedure and about trying to get them the money as fast as we can.
KH: Also, I feel that it is through clubs that people gain a positive view of TWUSA. 
DL: TWUSA has a role in funding clubs. I’d like to see clubs offer a little bit more. I feel that there needs to be club sacrifice on behalf of the members. 
JG: A project I’ve been working on is the club financial standings and where they stand in regards to money they have made in past years and money they have to spend now. Once I have an understanding of the situation, I can further that cause through membership fees or come up with other revenues. That is something I am continually working on and in the next two weeks, I’ll hopefully have a better understanding of where they stand.
 
LT: I think it is an effective way to help students. From hearing Tara today, I can see that the International Social Justice Club is one of the bigger clubs on campus and there is a lot of passion on campus. I think that funding them is the least we can do to support them. I think also that some of the clubs do have membership fees. Also, for some clubs it is harder to write down the names of members because some people show up to every meeting whereas some just go to certain events. The leaders of the clubs are doing a lot of things. 
JG: I think we just want to maintain the policy that we’re following.
TL: It’s more of a question of efficiency making sure that money is being used wisely. 
KH: I was going to say in addition to what Jon said that I am keeping track of how much money the clubs are asking for individually. 
BG: Regarding how much money clubs get, is that going to become public knowledge? I know in the past that it affects how much TWUSA gives to clubs from knowing which clubs are more self-sufficient than others. It can affect how much money we give to them.
JG: I will put some thought into it. 
DL: That’s a great idea Jon. As a proposal on top of that, I think Trinity should create a system for matching money. 
NG: That’s a matter for bylaw review and change. It is something that the Exec team should discuss. Ted and you have a great passion for bylaws so maybe it’d be good if the three of us sat down and reviewed it together.
JB: Students are paying a student fee to put on events. I feel that they have already paid for their event and I feel that we are just allocating that money to them. People who are passionate about things put on events.
TL: I agree. However, I feel that it is a question of balance. There needs to be some balance of self-sufficiency. I think it’s good for us to understand where there are issues and where these things have to be corrected. 
JG: I just wanted to encourage everyone. It’s awesome hearing about your events. Remember that we are still doing the same job. Keep up the great work. 
 
BG: I have an event tomorrow in the Lower Cafeteria. If you are available, please come help. It is the HSS Picnic. Most of the faculty will be represented. We are just going to be hanging out. My department is spread over campus and most people don’t know what humanities and social sciences even is so hopefully this will help people become more aware.
KH: Snaps go to Brooke. Her newsletter that she e-mailed out looks great!
BG: Isn’t it weird that I can see how many people open it?
DL: It came to me as junk mail. Just thought I’d say that. 
KH: Motion to adjourn.
Everyone: Seconds.
7. Adjournment
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost
Amen.
 
 
 
 
